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Regents To Host Statewide “Universal Design For Learning” Workshop

In an ongoing effort to foster access to learning for all Louisiana students, the Louisiana Board
of Regents is sponsoring a workshop entitled “An Introduction to Universal Design For Learning
(UDL),” the second workshop in its “Anytime, Anyplace, Anyone” electronic learning access series.
The workshop, which is open to Louisiana educators at all levels, will be held Saturday, April 17,
2004, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., in the “Louisiana Purchase Board Room” of the Claiborne
Conference Center, 1201 North Third Street in Baton Rouge.

“Whereas our first workshop last year focused on the implications of electronic learning access
for students with disabilities, this event will expand the concept of student access and consider it as a
fundamental consideration in designing learning environments,” said Mike Abbiatti, Regents Associate
Commissioner for Learning and Information Technology. “UDL represents an entirely new paradigm in
teaching, learning and student assessment. It draws on a broad spectrum of research and technology to
help designers respond to differences in learning styles and abilities.”

The April UDL workshop will answer such questions as:

! What is UDL?

! Why do all Louisiana educators need to know about UDL?

! How does UDL benefit all students, including students with disabilities?

! How might UDL save you time and resources?

! What role will you play in implementing UDL?

Two of the nation’s foremost experts on Universal Design For Learning, will be on hand to
enlighten workshop attendees on the intricacies and implications of UDL:  Skip Stahl, Director,
Universal Learning Center, Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST), and
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Sheryl Burgstahler, Ph.D., Director of the DO-IT (Disabilities, Opportunities, Internetworking and
Technology) Adaptive Technology Lab at the University of Washington, and Co-Director, AccessIT,
the National Center for Adaptive Technology in Education.

The workshop has been designed to benefit a wide variety of education professionals, including
ADA coordinators, school administrators, disability services staff,  facility services staff, IT
professionals, web masters,  K-20 instructional designers, K-20 faculty development staff, K-20
teachers and instructors, therapists and librarians.

For more information or to register for the workshop, contact event coordinator Diane Didier,
Office of Information and Learning Technology, Louisiana Board of Regents at (225) 342-4253. Or e-
mail her at ddidier@bormail.regents.state.la.us. Deadline for registration is April 9, 2004. Information is
also available on the Board of Regents web site: www.regents.state.la.us. Click on “What’s New at the
Board of Regents.”
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